A treatiſe perſwadynge 
a man patientlye to 
uffre the deth of 
bis frende. 


Into f6is woꝛlde naked we entered 
And ſo we muſt a7apne ont of it fare 
Deth by no man can be defended, 
There is no k'pnes thinge it wpkk ſpare 

T ban wherfoze ſbukde we foz it care 

Gt auayleth nat / but paſſe foꝛthe / 

The harde ſtrokes (chance they vnwarr) 
And pacientfy take them in woztbe, 
Foz they that take det6 vnpac ie nly 
Seme to the woꝛlde to ſet their mynde 
Bleſſed de they that in our loꝛde dye 

F oz thep be ſure the very lyfe to fpnde, 


| Acomfo:table exhoꝛtation agaynſt 
| the chaunces of deth / made 
by Eraſmus Rot. 


Owe bytter and howe 
greuous a wounde per- 
I ccth your fatberly harte/ 
FF 3 þ fo! the deathe of your 
9: mooſte goodly chylde/ J 
lightly cõiecte by myne owne ſoꝛowe. 
And therfoꝛe J were ryghte moche 
' | vncourtoys / if that J in ſo ſoꝛowfull 
g chance wolde warne you his father 
to make lamentation / whan J that 
am but a ſtraunger can nat choſe but 
wepe ⁊ wayle. ye myght well thinke 
me rude and vntaught/if J wolde go 
about to heale your greffe / whan J 
my ſelfe had nede of a phiſitian: if J 
wolde lette you his father to wepe/ 
whan the tcares ſtylle abundauntlye 
trykell downe from mync eien. 
And all be it / that the ilke ſtroke of 
A. ij. Foꝛ⸗ 


Fortune oughte deper to perce your 
fatbcrly bꝛeaſt: yet your great wyſe⸗ 
dome was wont ſo to rule you (in all 
your dedes) that ye nat oncly with a 
ſtrõge ⁊ a ſtoute mynde / but alſo with 
a glad and a mery che re/wolde ſuffre 
and paſſe ouer all ſuche chaunces as 
happe to mankynde. wherfoꝛe ye 
oughte ſo to ſettell your ſelfe / that if 
ye can nat as yct put awaye clene the 
ſoꝛowe of your harte (foꝛ no man can 
denye but that ye haue ryghte good 
cauſe to be heuy) yet at the leaſt wyſe 
ſome what ſuppꝛeſſe ⁊ moderate the 

ame doiour. And foꝛ what cauſe 
{ bulde ye nat clene foꝛgette it? ſeinge 
that the ſpace of a fewe daycs wyll 
cauſe idiottes ſo to do / me tbynketb 
reaſon ſhulde perſuade an excellent 
wyſe man. Foꝛ what ſelye mother 
doth ſo extremely bewayle the dethe 
of her childe / but that in ſhoꝛte ſpace 
of tyme her ſoꝛowe ſome what — . 

eth / 
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ketb-and at length is clene forgotten? 
To haue alway a ſtedfaſt mynde/ is a 


token of a perfecte wyſe man. But 
foꝛ thoſe chaunces / vnto the whiche 
ye all cgally (bothe more and leſſe) 
be ſubiecte /to ſoꝛowe out of meaſure⸗/ 

me thynketh it extreme folyſ henes. 
Foꝛ who is nat ware excepte he that 
| myndeth nothynge) that he is boꝛne 
vnder ſuche a condition / that whan 


— — 


ſo euer god wyll call hym: he muſte 
foꝛth with nedes departe hence? So 
than what other thyng (J pꝛey you) 
dothe he / that bewayleth ones deth / 
than lamentably complayne / that he 
is moꝛtall? Oꝛ why ſhuld we rather 
ſoꝛowe the departynge, hence / than 
the entrynge in to this woꝛlde / conſi⸗ 
deryng that both are cgally natural? 
Eue in lyke caſe as though one ſhuld 
gyue great thankes foꝛ to be called to 


| great feaſte 02 dyner / and wolde la- 


ment and demegne great ſoꝛowe/ y ba 
| A. i. be 


he ſhulde departe away thence. 

If that a man / as hit were from an 
highe lokynge place / wolde aduiſe 
well the cõdicion and lyfe of all man- 
kynde: myght he nat well reken hin 
ſelfe a nyce felowe / if he amonge ſo 
manyfolde examples of pꝛiuation / 7 
amonge ſo thycke buryals of yonge 
and olde / wolde be greuouſly vexed 
in his mynde / as tboughe ynto hym 
oncly were chaunced ſome ncwe and 
great yuell: and as though he oncly 
beinge happy aboue other / wolde de⸗ 
ſyꝛe and loke to ſtande without the 
cõmon lotte? Foꝛ whiche conſidera- 
t ion the excellent wiſe men that folide 
and made lawes in olde time / to then 
tent that they wolde ſome what in⸗ 
cline to the affections of parẽtes / and 
to thende they wolde nat be ſecne to 
exclude euery body from that paſſio, 
beinge alſo cõdemned of ſome of the 
ſtoicke philoſophers; they lymytted 
vnto 


ynto the a certayne tyme to mourne/ 
the whicbe endured nat very longe: 
Either bicauſe that they well vnder⸗ 
ſtode and knewe / that in thoſe maner 
of chaunces / the whiche are bothe 
cõmune to all folkes / and alſo do nat 
bap thꝛough any iniury of Foꝛtune / 
but are induced by the verye courſe 
and oꝛdynaunce of Nature / ſhoꝛte 
mournynge ſbulde ſuffice: yea vnto 
them that were nat able to moderate 
all affections: conſideryng that Na- 
tures ſelfe by lyttel I lyttell ſoupleth 
the wounde that ſhe made /and wea⸗ 
reth away the ſcarre: Oꝛ els bicauſe 
they diligently marked / that mour- 
nynge was nat onely vnpꝛofitable vn⸗ 

to them that were bemoned / but alſo 
hurtful to the that made ſuche mone/ 
and greuous and vnquiete to theyꝛ 
frendes / acqueyntance / and company. 
But nowe if a man wolde conſider orf 

the matter q ryghte / doth it nat ſeme 1 

A. uij. J point 
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a poynt of madnes/wyllyngly of one 
harme to make twayne / and whan ye 
can nat by no maner rcafon recouer 
your pꝛedeſtinate loſſe / yet wufublye 
to annoye and hurte your owne lelte: 
1 lyke maner as though a man that 
is ennemies hath ſpoyled of parte 
of his goodes / wolde in his auger 
thꝛowe all that cuer remayncd in to 
the ſce: and than wolde ſay/howe be 
by that meane dyd beway le his loſe, 
If we lyttell regarde the noble Mi⸗ 
mus /whoſe ſaycnge may beſeme any 
philoſopher to ſpcake: Zhou muite 
paticntly ſuffre / and grutcbhe nat atit 
that can nat be amended: Let vs call 
to my nde the moche goodly example 
of the ryghte excellent kynge Dauid⸗ 
the whichc fo ſonc as tydynges was 
bꝛoughte hym / that bis {one / the. 
he ſo tenderly loucd / was deed : be 
ſoꝛthwith roſe yp from the grounde/ 
gud ſbake d 5 bꝛuſſhed of the _ 
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he thꝛewe away his ſherte of Þeare; 


and ſo whan be had waſſhed and an 
ioynted/with a gladde countenaunce 
and a mery chere he wente to dyner. 
And by cauſe his frendes m naruay led 
therat / he ſavde to them: For what 
entent hulde 7 kylle my ſelfe with 
wo and ſoꝛowe ? For ynto this tyme 
ſome hope j had / that god beinge 
moucd with my lamentation / wolde 
haue ſaued my childe a lyue:but now 
all our wepyng teares can nat reſtoꝛe 
hym agayne to vs a lyue: we ſhall 
ſhoztly ſpede vs bcce after him. who 
s ſo fonde to crouche and pray hym⸗/ 
whs bc knoweth well wyll incline to 
no ptaycrs ? There is nothyng mote 
vntreatable than dethe / nothynge 18 
moꝛe deffe / noꝛ nothynge moꝛe rygo⸗ 
rous. Bycr afty h aidclynge the 47 
uage beaſtis / yea the moſte wylde of 
them all / are made tame: There is 
q waye to bꝛegke the harde marbull 
A. y. ſtone 


ſtone: and a meane to mollifie the di- 
amant: but there is nothynge-wher- 
with dethe wyll be appeſed oꝛ ouer 
come. It neyther ſparethe beautie/ 
ryches / age / noꝛ dignitie. And ther- 
ſoꝛe it oughte to greue vs moche the 
leſſe / either bicauſe it can nat be eſche 
wed / oꝛ els by cauſe it is egally com- 
mune to vs all. 
what nedeth me to go aboute to re- 
herce to you here the manyfolde ex- 
ambles of the gentiles / the whiche 
with a noble and a conſtaunt courage 
toke well in woꝛthe the deth of they: 
dere frendes ? In whiche conſtantnes 
of myndc/ is it nat a great rebuke for 
vs that be chꝛiſtiens / to be of them 
ouer comen ? Lall nowe to your re- 
membꝛance thilke ſayenge (well woꝛ⸗ 
thye to be enrolled in wꝛitynge) of 
Telamon and Angxagoꝛas: J wyſte 
well I begotte a moꝛtall creature. 
£ bynke ypon Pericles the duke of 
Atbens 


Dis 


ö 


| 


Athens / the whiche is no leſſe renow⸗ 
med fot bis cloquence / than he is fo: 
his foꝛce and manlynes : al be it that 
he within. iiij. dayes ſpace loſt his. ij. 
ſones / that were ende wed with ryght 
noble qualities / he nat onelye neuer 
changed his chere / but alſo he/beinge 
crowned (as was the gyſe tha) ſpe 
⁊ reaſoned amõge the people of mat- 
ters concernyng theyꝛ comon welthel 
Haue in mynde alſo Xenophon 
the woꝛthy ſcholer of Socrates: to 
whom tydynges was bꝛought / as he 
was doinge ſacrifice / that his ſonne 
was deed: he made no moꝛe to do 
but put of his crowne / ⁊ foꝛthwith 
dyd put it on agayne / as ſone as he 
vnderſtode that his ſonne was maͤly 
ſlayne in batayle. 

Remembꝛe Dion of Syꝛacuſe / the 
whicbe on a tymel as he was ſecretly 
talkynge with his frendes) ſodaynly 


harde a great noyſe and rumblynge 
in 


in bis houſe 2 And whan he had in- 
quered what the matter mente / and 
was enfourmed that bis ſonne had 
fallen from on highe / and was deed: 
he beinge therwith nothing amoued- 
comaunded the coꝛps (as the mauer 
was) to be dclyucred to women to 
burye : Foꝛ be ſayde / be wolde nat 

Icaue of his pꝛetenſed pourpoſe for 
that matter. 

whom Demoſthenes folo wyng / the 
vij.daye after the dethe of his oncly 
9nd moſt entierly beloued daughter- 
beinge crowned 4 arrayed in 4 faire 
whitc garment/he came ſoꝛth abꝛode 
amõge the people. Of whichc dede 
the accuſation of his foo Aeſehyncs-/ 
bothe confirmetbe the troutbe / and 
ſetteth out the gloꝛic. 

Z bynkc alſo vpon the kynge Anti⸗ 
gonus / the whiche whan be Þcrde 
tydynges / that his owne ſonnc was 
ſlginc in q diſoꝛdred ſkermili he: pau- 
ſynge 
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ſynge a lyttell/ and beholdynge them 
well that bꝛought him the ty dinges⸗ 
with a Route and a conſtante mynde 
he ſay de: O Alqʒ nonen (that was 
his ſonnes name) all to late thou pe- 
ni heſt/that woldeſt fo foliſſ bcly caſt 
thy ſelfe away amonge thy foes / no- 
thynge regardyng thy ne owne helth 
noꝛ my monitions and woꝛdes. 

If ye delite moꝛe to here the exam- 
ples of Romanes/beholde Puluillus 
Hoꝛacc/to whom (as he was dedica- 


tynge the capytoll) tydynges was 


bꝛougbte / that his ſonne was deed : 
be neyther dꝛewe awaye his bande 
from the poſte / noꝛ tourued nat bis 
chere from rcliglo to pꝛiuate ſoꝛowe. 
Conſider þowe Paulus Jemilius, 
whan he had within the ſpace of. vi. 
dayxcs loſte his. ij. lonncs / he came 
foꝛthe abꝛode amonge the people of 
Rome / and there i Þcwed them / that 
he was ycry gladde / that by ihe la- 
men- 


mentation of his houſeholde (which 
was but a pꝛiuate ſoꝛowe) be had re- 
demed the enuye of Foꝛtune bente 
towarde them all. 

Thynke alſo howe Q. Fabius Ma- 
ximus (whan he was conſul / and had 
loſte his ſonne / that was than a man 
in hyghe rowme and dignitie / and 
greatly renowmed foꝛ his noble act;) 
he came foꝛthe abꝛode amonge the 
people gethered to gether / and there 
to them he recited the cõmendation 
of his ſonne. 

Thynke on alſo whan Cato Lenſo- 
rius his eldeſt ſonne died/the whiche 
was a yoge man of ſinglar witte and 
bighe pꝛoweſſe / and therto clecte and 
choſen to be Meyꝛe: yet was be no⸗ 
thynge ſo amoued with that chance/ 
that he wolde in any thynge moꝛe 
ſlackelye endeuour hym ſelfe aboute 
the nedes and buſines of the cõmon 
welthe. 
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ye ſbulde remeb:cMarcius-whoſe 
ſurname was kynge / whan bis ſonne 
of ryghte noble diſpoſition / and that 
ſtode highly in the fauour and good 
opinion of the people / and therto be- 
inge his only ſonne / was deed / he toke 
the loſſe of hym with ſo conſtaunt a 
mynde /that foꝛthwith euen from the 


buriall of hym be cauſcd the Sena- 


tours to aſſeble to gether to oꝛdeyne 
lawes cõcerning their cõmon welthe. 
ye ſhulde nat foꝛget Lucius Sylla / 


| wboſe valiaunt and moſte fierce cou- 


rage towarde bis ennemies / the deth 


of his ſonne coude nothynge abate / 
noꝛ cauſe that he ſhulde ſeme falſely 
to haue vſurped oꝛ taken vpon hym 
to be called by this ſurname Fetiv/ 
that is to ſay/luckye oꝛ welthy. 
whan Caius Ceſar (that was Sylla 
bis felowe in rowmeth) had inuaded 
Bꝛitayne / and bad tidynges that his 


daughter was deed:yet er thꝛe dayes 
were 


Were fully ended / be wente about bis 
imperiali buſines. 

whi Marcus Craſſus (in the warre 
that he made agaynſt the Parthiẽs) 
behelde his ſonnes heed/the whiche 
his ennemyes in ſkoꝛne and deriſion 
had ſette vp on a moꝛiſpikes ende, 
⁊ the moꝛe to cxaſperate andaugmẽt 
his calamitie/they appꝛoched nere to 
his armie/ with woꝛdes of repꝛoche 
and blame / they ſhewed it vp: be 
toke in woꝛth all that doinge with ſo 
conſtant a mynde/that ſodaynclye be 
rode foꝛby all his batayles/and ſaide 
to them with ea loude voice / that that 
was his owne pꝛiuate harme/but the 
helthe and ſaluation of the common 
weale ſtode in the ſauegarde of them 
his men of warre. 

But nowe to oucr paſſe the many- 
foldc examples of Galba / Piſo / Sce- 
uola/ſctellus/Scaurꝰ / Marcellus / 
7 Jufidius: remẽbꝛe whan Claudius 
Leſar 
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| Ceſar bad loſte bym / whom be bothe 
begotte / and moſte entierely loued: 
yet foꝛ all that he (his owne ſelfe) in 
tbe comon pulpit lauded and pzayſed 
bis ſonne / tbe coꝛs beinge pꝛeſent /all 
only couered with a litteil veyle: and 
whan all the people of Rome wepte 
and bewayled bis ſonnes detbe / be 
bis father wepte nat a teare. 
And ſurely ly ke as it is a right good 
ly thyng to folowe ⁊̃ do as theſe men 
dyd : euen ſo were it a right ſhamtull 
| thynge / if men ſhulde nat be founde 
as ſtedfaſt and as ſtoutely mynded as 
pomen haue ben in ſuche caſe. 
| Coꝛnelia ſawe and behelde ber two 
ſonnes (Tit. Graccus / and Caius 
Braccus) ſlayne and vnburycd: and 
han ber frendes comforted ber and 
ſayde / ſhe had a wictched chaunce: 
j wyllneuer ſaye (quod ſ he) that J 
| am vnlucky oꝛ vnfoꝛtunate/that haue 
boꝛne ſuche two children. 
Bud 


But wherto do we now repete theſe 
examples out of auncient cronicles: 


| 


| 


howe 
gway 


as though we ſawe nat dayly before | q'be gl 


our face ſufficient exiples ? Beholde 
your neighbours / beholde your kyns 
folke and alies: howe many yea ſely 
women / ſhall ye finde/tbc whiche ves 
rye moderatcly take in good woꝛthe 
thc dethe of theyꝛ children? This 
matter is ſo plaine / that there nedeth 
no great helpe of philoſophie therto. 
Foꝛ he that wolde cõſider well in his 
mide / how wꝛetched on al ſides this 
our life is /to how many pils / to bow 
many ſickeneſſis / to bow many chaũ⸗ 
ces /to howe many cares /to how ma⸗ 
ny incõmodities /to how many vices / 
and to howe many iniuries it is en- 
dangercd : howe littell ⁊ howe ſmall 
a poꝛtion therof we paſſe ſoꝛth J will 
nat ſaye in pleaſure) that is nat atta- 
ched with ſome maner greffe and di- 
ſpleaſure? and than farther to cõſider 

bowe 
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howe ſweftely it yaniſfbetb æ rolleth 
gway / that we may in maner reioyce 
t be glad of them that ben departed 
out of this woꝛlde in theyꝛ youtbe. 

The ſhoꝛtnes of our lyfe Euripides 
ſadly expꝛeſſeth / whiche callethe the 
lyfe of moꝛtall creatures one lyttell 
daye. But Phalereus Demetrius 
doth better / whiche coꝛrectynge the 
ſayenge of Euripides ſayth / that the 
lyfe af. man ſhulde rather be called 
the Minute of an houre. But Pyn⸗ 
darus ſaythe beſte of all/whiche cal⸗ 
lethe the lyſe of man the dꝛeme of a 
ſhadowe. De ioynethe two ſpeciall 
thynges of nothynge to gether / to 
thentent that he wolde declare howe 
vayne a thynge this lyfe is. Nowe 
bowe wꝛetched and myſerable the 
ſame lyfe is on cuery behalfe / the aun 
cient poetes ſemed to perceyue it paſ- 
ſinge well: the whiche demed / that 
g mã coude nat moe truely no: moꝛe 
0 lite B. ij. better 


better name moꝛtall creatures / than 
ſurname them very miſerable wets 
ches. Foꝛ tbe fyꝛſte age 02 foꝛmeſte 
parte of mans lyfe (the whiche is re⸗ 
kened the beſt) is ignoꝛant: The mid- 
dell parte of the lyfe is aſſayled with 
trouble and care of manyfolde buſi- 
neſſis: and yet all this while J ſpeake 
but of them that be moſte luckye and 
fortunate. Therfoꝛe who is he / which 
of very rygbte wyll nat appzoue the 
ſayenge of Silenus: the beſt is neuer 
to be boꝛne/the nexte is moſte ſwyſtly 
to be clene extincte? 

who wyll nat allowe the oꝛdinaunce 
of the Thraciens / the which cuſtoma 
bly vſe to receyue them that be boꝛne 
in to tbis woꝛlde / with lamentation 
and mournynge: and agayne whan 
they departe hẽce / they be very glad 
and demeane great ioye? And he that 
by hym ſelſe conſiderethe inwardlye 
tbole thynges / that Hegeſias was 
wonte 


wonte 


| wolde 


than g 
mo2c ii 
detbe « 
father 
ſaythe 
in his 
a gooc 
diſpoſ 
worth 
veres; 
heth / 
ſvbue1 
an old 
ſonne 

foꝛ th 
call be 
day o 
laire d 
this v 

| gnyſl. 
is fir: 


wonte to declare to his berers / he 
wolde rather deſire his owne dethe 
than abborre hit: and wolde farre 
moꝛe indiffcrently take in woꝛthe the 
detbe of bis frendes. But nowe your 
fatberly ſoꝛowe cometbe foꝛthe and 
ſaythe: He died cr his day / be dyed 
in his childebode / be died ſo paſſyng 


a goodchilde / yea and ſo towardlye - 


diſpoſed vnto vertue / that he was 
woꝛthye to haue lyued many many 
veres: your fatberly foꝛowe cõplay- 
neth / that the courſe of Nature is 
ſubuerted / ſeinge that you his father 
an olde man / ſbulde ouer lyue your 
ſonne a yonge man. But J prey you 
foꝛ the loue of god tell me / what ye 
call befoꝛe his day: as though euery 
day of a mans lyfe coude nat be his 
laſte daye? O ne befoꝛe he come in to 
this woꝛlde / and whã vnneth it hath 
| gny ſhappe of a creature reaſonable- 
is ſtrangled and diethe / euen ynder 
6. B. iij. tbs 


the bandes of nature woꝛkynge and 
fourmynge of it. An other dictbe in 
the byꝛthe. An other crienge in the 
cradell 15 ſnatched awaye by dethe. 
An other in the floͤwꝛig youth dieth / 
yo han ſcarſely as yet it bath any taſte 
of the lyfe. Of ſo many thouſandes 
of people /to how fewe is it gyuè (98 
Hoꝛace nameth it) to ſteppe vp on the 
gryce of olde age ? without doubte 
god bath vnder ſuche a lawe coniti- 
tuted the ſoule in the garriſon of this 
littell body / that what ſo euer day /oꝛ 
what ſo euer moment be wyll com⸗ 
maunde it to departe thence/ it muſte 
by e by nedes go. Noꝛ there is none 
that can of rygbte thynke hym ſclfe 
to be called foꝛthe befoꝛe bis day / cõ- 
ſidcrynge that there is no man that 
hath a day certayne to hym appoyn- 
ted: but that only is his laufull day / 
Whichec ſo euer he our ſouerayne ca- 
pitayne wolde ſbylde be bis laſt 35 
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wyſely / we ſbulde 


y day/ as it were our ve⸗ 
ry laſt. J pꝛey you/ what maketh bit 
matter / leinge che life is ſo ſhoꝛte and 2 
fugitiue / vb ether we dye betymes / oꝛ 
tary ſome what longer. Foꝛ it ſkyl⸗ 

vo ban many 


letb no moꝛe tha it dotÞ/ 
execution whiche o 


Sauyng that thei 
modious- the whicÞ fro 


an exerciſe of the lyfe are diſpatche 
s a touche ot a 


take it: And moſt ſpecially if be that 
hath now licece to go / may depte his 
waye home with laude and pꝛeyſe /⁊ 
to bym no rebuke no: ſhame. Noꝛ it 
is nat cõuenient / that one ſhulde ſitte 
and rckcn howe many yeres he hath 
lyued. The age ſbulde be cttemed 
acco2dynge to the noble dedes: And 
be (as Domere ſayth) is nat reputed 
to haue lyued / that hath poyſtered 
the erthe / and made a nombꝛe: but 
be the whiche 12d ⁊̃ ſobꝛely paſſynge 
foꝛthe bis lyfe/leaueth bebynde hym 
an honeſt remẽbꝛaunce to them that 
come after. 

Do ye complayne / that god ſente 
you foꝛtbwith ſuche a childe / as ye 
wolde deſire to haue had many yeres 
to come? what / pardie your ſõne died 
nat ſo ſoone / he was nowe come to 
the age of. xx. yeres: at the whiche 
age (after myne opinion) it is beſt foꝛ 
to die / foꝛ lo. moche gs than lyſe is 
moſte 
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mooſte ſwete. Nowe was be to bis 
countrey very bountifull / nowe was 
be to his father very lowely and gen- 
tyll / nowe was he amoge his felowes 


a very merye companion / and nowe 
bad he a good and a perfeete mynde 


to godwarde. He deceſſed ignoꝛant of 
vicis / and whan he had nat taſted but 
littell of the calamities and miſeries 
of this woꝛlde. But what he ſhulde 
haue knowen ⁊ baue felte (if he had 


lyued longer) it is vncertayne. No 


doubte we ſe very often tymes / that 


the latter age dothe bothe infecte the 
clene conuerſation oſ yonge age with 
moꝛe greuous viccs / and ſpottethe 
and defiletb the fclicitic of youthe / 
with manyfolde myſerable grefes. 

From all theſe iuels and perils / detb 
quickely withdrewe hym. Nowe 
may you ſafe and ſurely reioyce and 
be glad / that you haue had ſo good 
and ſo vertuous a ſonne / ye 02 rather 
| Bev, haue, 


haue. But be it (as you do ſuppoſe) 
that you bad hym / and that nowe ye 
be depꝛiued and haue loſte hym. 
whetber of very ryghte oughte you 
rather to tourment ⁊ vexe your lcife 
fo: that ye haue foꝛgone hym: oꝛ cls 
rei oyce and be gladde that ye hadde 
ſuche a ſonne? Take you hede that it 
be nat a poynte of vnkyndncs / that 
ye ſhulde remembꝛe the requeſte of 
the gyſte to be reſtoꝛed 9gay ne / and 
nothynge to mynde the gyfte. No 
doubte a childe of a good diſpoſition 
is a great gyfte: but yet is he ſo gy⸗ 
uen / that ye ſhulde take and haue 
pleaſure with bym foꝛ a tyme / and 
nat that he ſhulde be yours fo: euer. 
Fou that be a perfecte wyſe man / cõ- 
ſider this by your ſelfe: yea let vs 
both to getber conſider on this wyſe. 
If a great pꝛince ſhulde lende vs a 
tabull of an excedyng great pꝛice/and 
of an excellent woꝛkemanſhyppe / to 
3 4 paſſe 
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paſte our tyme with: whether ought 
we (whan fo cuer pleaſethe bym to 
demaunde oꝛ call foꝛ it) with a glad 
chere / ye and more ouer gentylly this 
kynge hym / to delyuer it agayne / 02 
cls with heuy and ſoꝛowfull counte- 
nance ſ hall we complayne to þym on 
tbis wyſe? O crucll pꝛince / of bowc 
pꝛecious a gyfte haſte thou ſpoyled 
vs? Howe great a pleaſure bait thou 
bcrafte and taken from vs; Powe 
ſone baſt thou taken from vs /cõtrary 
to our opinion this ſo excellẽt a thig, 
Mygbht nat bc of very ryghte to our 
ſo vnkynde complayntes anſwere on 
this wyſe ? Haue J this rewardc foꝛ 
my gentyll and courtoys dede ? Re- 
membꝛe ye nothyuge / ſaue only that / 
that ye haue foꝛgone the moſte faire 
tabull ? Haue ye foꝛgotte / that Jof 
myn owne good wyll and frelye lente 


| It you ? And that ye baue nowe ſo 


longe whyle (of my gentylnes and 
| ſuffce 


ſufferaunce) fedde your eies and de- 
lited your mynde. It was of my libe- 
ralite and fredome that I lete it you: 
and nowe whan J require it 9gayne 
do but ryght : perdie ye haue had 

y me ſome aduauntage / ye loſte no- 
thyng / ſaue that thꝛoughe your foly / 
ye femed that thing to be your owne / 
that was but lente you. And ſo ye 
eſteme it to be loſte/that is reſtoꝛed to 


the owner againe. But the moꝛe pꝛe⸗ 


tious and delectable that the thynge 
was — * lente and let you baue at 
your pleaſure / the more a great deale 
ye oughte to haue thanked me. Noꝛ 
ye oughte nat to thynke hit to be to 
ſone required againe / the which with 
out any miurye 02 w2onge mygbte 
baue bene — from you. | 

If this rcaſocannat be pꝛourd falſe 
by no meanc of argumeutation: tha 
thynke howe moche moꝛe iuſtly Na⸗ 
ture (with ſuche maner woꝛd j might 
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| rep2oue bothe our lamentation and 


ſoꝛowfull complaynynges. And yn- 
doubted by theſe maner of reaſons 


> | our ſo20we oughte to be ſwaged/ yea 
if it were ſo / that a man were vtterly 


extincte by detb / and there remayned 
nothynge of ys after the buriall. 


No if ve at the leſte gyue credẽce 


to it/ wherof Socrates in Plato / dou⸗ 
bted nothynge at all/that is to witte: 
the very man to be the ſoule / ⁊̃ this 
body to be notbynge els but the pipe 
oꝛ lyttell houſe of the ſoule: Oꝛ els 
to ſay troutbe / it may be called the 
buriall oꝛ pꝛiſon of the ſoule: and 


whan it eſcapeth out therof / than at 


the laſte it cometh to libertie to lyue 
moche moꝛe welthyly than it dyd be 
foꝛe. wherfoꝛe than ſhuld we ſoꝛow⸗ 
fully blame deth / ſeinge that he that 
dieth / dothe nat periſſhe / but than be 
ſemethe rather to be boꝛne. And we 


ougbt to rcioyce in the ſoule ( whiche 
we 


we can nat with our eies decerne) as 
moche and none other wyſe / than we 
be wont to reioyce and take pleaſure 
in our frendes that bene abſent. And 
J doubte whether is more delectable 
and reioyſyng to vs / whan they bene 
pꝛeſent / oꝛ els whan they ben abſent: 
ſoꝛ ſo moche as the coꝛpoꝛall lyuyng 
to gether is wonte to mynyſter to vs 
matter of diſpleaſure / and the moche 
beinge in company to gether dothe 
ſome what abate the ioyſulneſſe of 
frendſhyp. If ye deſyꝛe an cxample 
of this thynge / be nat the apoſtels a 
ſufficient argument / the whiche than 

began to take vcry fruition in Chꝛiſt/ 

ard truely to loue hym /aſter the coꝛ- 
poꝛal pꝛeſence was taken from them? 
On the ſame wyſe is the frẽdi hyppe 
of them that be good / the whiche 

ſtedfaſtly perſcuer in couplynge and 
knyttynge to gether of the myndes / 

and nat of the bodies. And there is 
no 
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tao violence / no ſpace of tyme / noꝛ no 
diſtaunce of places / that can ſeuer oꝛ 
I diuide the couplyng of myndes. So 
that me thynke hit a very childiſſhe 
poynt / to thynke that a frende were 
clene loſt and gone / ſo ſone as he were 
out of ſighte. you mayſas oſte as ye 
wyll) haue your ſonne pꝛeſente / both 
in your thougbte ⁊ in your woꝛdes: 
And he (on the other ſide) remèbꝛeth 
you / ⁊ perceiueth the tender affectiõs 
of your mynde / ye and other whyle 
in your ſlepe both your ſoules ꝭbꝛace 
eche other / talke to gether of ſome 
ſecrete thĩges. what thynge letteth / 
that ye may nat euen very nowe ima⸗ 
gin to lyue with hym / with whom 
ſoone after ye are in poynte to lyue⸗ 
I pꝛay you / how bꝛiefe ⁊ ſhoꝛte is all 
the holle tyme that we lyue here 
Hitherto haue J vſed the remedies/ 
rde whiche J mygbte well vſe / if J 


had to do with a paynym. Nope let 
vs 
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vs bꝛieſſely cofider / what godlynes x 
chꝛiſten faith ought to require of vs. 
Fyꝛſt and fozmoſt-if it were ſo / that 
deth were a thynge moſte miſerable: 
yet it behoueth vs to take it in good 
woꝛth / ſeinge that ther is none other 
remedye. And moꝛe ouer / if dethe 
ſbulde clene extinguiſhe man / that 
nothynge after ſhulde remayne: yct 
we ſhulde there with be contente / foꝛ 
as moche as hit makethe an ende of 
many calamitics and greffes / whiche 
we ſuffre in this lyfe. But ſeinge that 
dethe delyuereth the ſoule (beinge of 
etheriall begynnyng) out of the don⸗ 
gion of thc ponderous ⁊ beuy body: 
in a maner we oughte to reioyce and 
be gladde of them that be departed 
heice out of this wꝛetched woꝛlde: 
and that they be retourned home a- 
go yne to that welthye libertie / from 
A bẽce they came. Nowe than cõſide 
ryng that deth( without any doubte) 
con⸗ 
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| conneyeth the good deuoute ſoules 
out of the ſtoꝛmes of this troublous 


lyfe vnto the poꝛte 02 hauen of lyfe 
perdurable / and that nat ſo moche gs 
a here of a mans beed ſhallperiſſhe 
(fo: the bodies alſo at length ſhalbe 
called to enioye the ſame lyfe euers 
laſtyng.) J pꝛey you whether ougbt 
we to mourne and wepe / oꝛels to be 
gladde and reioyce in hym / whom 


| detbe in due tyme taketh out of this 


moſte troublous ſee of the lyfe / and 


carieth hym in to that quiete ⁊ ſure 


reſtynge place of euerlaſtynge lyfe ? 
Go to nowe a littell while / and lay to 
gether the foule enoꝛmities / the pains 
ful labours / and the perils and daun⸗ 
gers of this lyfe (if it may be called a 
lyfe.) And on the other ſyde reken 
caſte what cõmodities and pleaſures 
(of that other lyfe) are all redy pꝛe⸗ 
pared foꝛ the godly creatures that 
be plucked hence away: And than ye 

ſball 


ſhall ſone perceiue / that no man can 
do mote vnrightouſlye than he / the 


whiche lamentably bewayleth / that 
bigh goodnes / vnto the whiche only 
we be both borne and 0:daynedzeuen 
as thougbe it were a right great and 
greuous barme. ye crie out / bicauſe 
ye belefte comfoꝛtles alone without 
childrẽ / whan ye haue begotte a ſone 
to inhabite heuen: the holy remem- 
bꝛaunce of whom (as it were of a di⸗ 
uine thynge) ye maye reuerence / the 
whiche aboue in heuẽ beinge carefull 
foꝛ you / may greatly foꝛther the pꝛo⸗ 
ſperous ſucceſſe of your buſines here. 
For he is notber ignoꝛant of moꝛtall 
folkes buſines / noꝛ bath nat foꝛgone 
with the bodye the lowlye reucrence 
and tender louewbiche be was wote 
to bere to you his father. No doubt 
be lyueth / beleue me he lyueth / and 
—— is pꝛeſent with vs / and 
c 


retb/ and perceigeth this our come 
ET: muni⸗ 


. 
: 
. 


| munication / and laugheth and dam⸗ 
| neth this our lamẽtation. And if the 
groſſenes of our bodies letted nat/ꝑ- 
chance we ſhulde here hym blaming 
vo foꝛ our wepyng with theſe maner 
| of woꝛdes. what do ye? wyll ye a⸗ 
bꝛidge your dayes / and finiſhe your 
olde age with this vnpꝛofitable / ye J 
may well ſay pyuiſſ be lamentation ? 
wherfoꝛe do you with ſo yniuſte com 
Play ntes accuſe and blame deſtenye⸗ 
oꝛtune and detbe ? aue you enuye 

at me bicauſe J am delyuered from 
the yuels of that lyfe / ⁊ am bꝛought 
to this felicitie that J am in? But be 
hit / that your fatherly goodnes and 
pure amitie dothe nat enuye me. yet 
what other thynge meaneth this ſo⸗ 
rowfull complaynyng ? Thynke you 
this woꝛthye to be lamented / that J 
am deducte and brought from thꝛal- 
dome to libertie/from peyne and care 
to pleaſure 5 felicitie / from darkenes 
gr C.ij. vnto 
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vnto lighte / from perill and daunger 
vnto ſure ſaftie / from deth vnto lyfe / 
from ſickeneſſis and diſſeaſes vnto im 
moꝛtalitie / from ſo many yuels to ſo 
high goodnes / from thynges caduke 
and tranſitoꝛie to the euerlaſtynge/ 
fro thinges erthly to celeſtiall / and fi- 
nally from the coꝛrupte and vnclene 
company of all people to the felow- 
Ibyp of angels: Tell me (J pꝛey you) 
foꝛ the great loue and kyndnes that 
ye beare me / If it laye in your power 
to releue me agayne / wolde ye releue 
me? Than what offence haue J done/ 
to deſerue ſo great hatred of you If 
ye wolde nat reliue me agayne / than 
foꝛ what purpoſe ſeruen all theſe la- 
mẽtatiõs /the which (as J haue ſaid) 
are nat only vnpꝛofitable / but alſo vn 
godly: But ne were it ſo/ that immo2- 
talite had a while agone clene depued 
me of all ſoꝛowe / J wolde lyke wyſe 
with wepyng teares bewayle your ſo 
rowfull 
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| 
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rowfull mourning / ⁊ ſoꝛe haue rewed 
vpon thilke groſſe ⁊ darke cloudines 
of your mynde. But ye ſay/that you 
on your part wepe 7 make lametatio. 
Foꝛ ſoth therin ye do nat like louers: 
but like ynto-the that haue a reſpecte 
to them ſelfewarde /a that wyll (to 0- 
thers diſcõmodite) ſe to their own bu 
ſines. Nowe go to / tell me / what loſſe 
is it / that ye ſuſteine by my deth? Js 
it / bicauſe ye can nat haue me in your 
ſight ? Pardie ye may neuer the laſſe/ 
at your owne pleaſure remembꝛe me 
the meane tyme / ye and ſo moche the 
more welthyly / in bowe mocbe Jam 
in ſure ſaftie. Foꝛ loke that ye eſteme 
me nove delyuered fro all the yuels / 
Phat ſo euer they be that maye be⸗ 
chaunce a moꝛtall man in his lyfe: of 
whiche your longe ⁊ robuſtous lyfe 
(foꝛ a great parte) bath experience. 
And tbougb that J be nat with you / 
with lowly obceiſãce to do you ſeruice/ 
C.iij. yet 


| 
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yet may J bea ſure ⁊ aneffectuall ad- 
nocate foꝛ you befoꝛe the high maic- 
ſtie of god. And ſinally/howe ſmall a 
thynge is hit / that deuideth our con- 
uerſation ⁊ familiaritie? Nowe loke 
that you ſo endeuour your lelfc/ that 
whban ye haue well and vertuouſtye 
paſſed the courſe of your lyfe/that ye 
maye than at the houre of dethe be 
founde woꝛthy to be cõueyed hither. 

If that your ſonne (J ſaye) ſbulde 
ſaye theſe woꝛdes to vs: mygbte we 
nat well be aſhamed thus to lament 
and mourne as we do? 

with theſe maner of reaſons J am 
wonte to eaſe the greffe of myn owne 
mynde: of the whiche J wolde that 
you ſhulde be part taker/nat all only 
that ye haue any great nede of thoſe 
remedies : but I demed it agreable / 
that ye ſ bulde be partaker of my cõ⸗ 
ſolation / of wboſc ſoꝛowe J was par⸗ 
tincr. But bꝛiefly to conclude all — 

a ar 


bath ben at length reaſoned :by this 


maner meane / ye ſhall aſwage the 
ſmartynge ſoꝛowe of your mynde. 
My ſõne is deed: ye begotte a mots 
tall creature. I baue loſte a great ie- 
well: ye haue yelded bit agayne to 
bym that frelye gaue hit you. It is a 
right greuous thing to be thus deſti⸗ 
tude: It ſbulde be the lighter boꝛne/ 
that may be redreſſed by ſome mene. 
He hath lefte me his father alone cõ- 
fo:tles. what dothe it auayle to wepe 
and wayle foꝛ that that can nat be re- 
mediedoꝛ why mourne you fo: that / 
tbe wbicbe chaunceth to ſo manye 
thouſandes as well as to you? Alas 
I can nat cboſe but wepe fo: the deth 
of my ſonne : ye but be that diethe 
well / dotbe in no wyſe peryſſhe. But 
he died to ſone: He that dicthe well, 
diethe nat to ſone. De dyed longe be⸗ 
foꝛe his dayc was come: There is no 


man that bath g daye ccrtayne ap- 
ö poyn⸗ 


pointed ynto bym. He veceſſed in his 
flourynge youthe : It is than beſt to 
dye whan tolyueitis moſte ſwete. 

He died a very yonge man: So is be 
witbdrawen from the mo yuels and 
troubuls of this lyfe. I haue loſte 
the beſte childe that any man coude 
haue: Be gladde that ye had ſuche 
one. He departed out of this woꝛlde 
an innocet : No deth ſhulde be mote 
deſired and leſſe bewayled. ye but it 
is nat lefull foꝛ me the meane whyle 
to haue fruition with my ſonne: yes 
in vour mynde you may: and within 
ſhoꝛte ſpace you and he to getber 
bodye and ſoule ſhall ioye and take 
pleaſure. If ye knowe any better re- 
medies than theſe / of gentylnes let 
me here them: if ye do nat / than vſe 
theſe with me. And thus fare ye wel / 
which your ſone alſo wold ye ſhuld. 


Thomas Berthelet regius impreſſor 
excudebat. Cum priuilegio. 


